FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

‘PAPER CLIPS’ SCHOOL TO BE HONORED BY BOSTON-AREA SCHECHTER DAY SCHOOL 
TRIBUTE ON SUNDAY, APRIL 9TH WILL REUNITE TENNESSEE MIDDLE-SCHOOLERS WITH STUDENTS AT SASSDS; BOSTON PHILANTHROPISTS WHO FACILITATED CONNECTION WILL ALSO BE RECOGNIZED
PRESS CONTACT: Dr. Elaine R.S. Cohen

                         (212) 533-7800, ext. 2509; cohen@uscj.org

NEW YORK, NY, MARCH 30, 2006 – Recently retired, Boston businessman David Ganz had never before stepped foot in a Jewish day school when, last May he paid a visit to South Area Solomon Schechter Day School, a K-8 school in Stoughton, MA, affiliated with Judaism’s Conservative movement. His purpose: to arrange a viewing at the school of Paper Clips, which he and his wife, Judy, chair of the Boston Jewish Film Festival, had been promoting around the country. SASSDS Principal Jane Taubenfeld Cohen was more than receptive to his offer, and in turn, invited Mr. Ganz to sit in on the middle school choir, practicing for the community’s Yom HaShoah observance later that day. As he listened to them sing “The Butterfly,” a song that has become a classic paean to victims of the Holocaust, “tears welled up, he fell in love with the kids in the choir, with their passion,” recalled Sandi Morgan, SASSDS coordinator of special programs and director of admissions. He was so affected that before the day ended, Mr. Ganz made sure that Linda Hooper, principal of Whitwell (TN) Middle School of Paper Clips fame, due in town the following week to be honored at a Yom HaShoah event at the Ganz’s country club, first stop off at SASSDS to hear the makhela, choir for herself. 

Thanks to Mr. Ganz, an incredible connection was sparked, giving rise to an unusual, ongoing collaboration between Whitwell Middle School and SASSDS. That partnership will be celebrated with a luncheon at SASSDS’ annual fundraiser, ChaiJinks, on Sunday, April 9th, honoring the Ganzes; Ms. Hooper; Whitwell’s vice principal, David Smith; choral director, Roger Payne; Holocaust studies teacher, Sandra Roberts; and 26 Whitwell students who will be in attendance. 
The event is timed to coincide with the eight-day observance of Passover, also known as the Festival of Freedom, which this year begins at sundown on Wednesday, April 12th, and precedes by two weeks Holocaust Remembrance Day, observed on Tuesday, April 25th. 

In addition, at the luncheon, SASSDS will honor Holocaust survivors who reside in the Boston suburb who were profiled in a video recently produced by the SASSDS 8th-graders as part of the school’s innovative L’Chaim Holocaust Project. Launched in 2001 with published interviews by the students of 35 local survivors, the project has since expanded to include coordination with schools in Haifa and Ukraine and received funding from Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Greater Boston, the city’s federation; the Jewish Community Relations Council; and another Boston area non-profit and recognized with an award from the Ghetto Fighters Museum in New York City.

The occasion promises to be a moving tribute to Whitwell’s commitment to teach generations of youngsters in their rural, largely Christian community the enduring values of tolerance, empathy, understanding and perseverance in the face of evil and anti-Semitism. Whitwell’s motto, “Changing the World One Class at a Time,” has reflected the school’s determination to demonstrate how children can be agents of change for the better in a world beset by racism, hatred and intolerance. 
It will also be a joyous reunion for the students and leadership at both schools who last came together earlier this month in Whitwell when 16 members of the SASSDS Makhela, choir for 6th, 7th and 8th-graders, traveled at Ms. Hooper’s invitation for a joint musical performance in English, Hebrew and Yiddish with Whitwell’s choir. The SASSDS choir has become known around Boston for its Yiddish repertoire, routinely entertaining at Yom HaShoah events and services every spring. 
Ms. Morgan noted that members of the SASSDS community, including parents who accompanied the group to Tennessee, found remarkable the degree of Judaic material and knowledge on display there. For example, she recalled, as the Whitwell youngsters showed their visitors around the Children’s Holocaust Memorial, an authentic German rail car retrofitted as a museum to house the millions of paper clips collected and other Holocaust memorabilia, they described the Jewish tradition of laying stones on graves to honor the departed. 
Moreover, the ease of interaction between the Jewish students and their Christian hosts through a common interest in music reinforced the value of planning future programs together. In a series of reflections penned on the bus ride back to Boston, SASSDS students described how the experience in Whitwell broadened their perspective and deepened their appreciation of people of differing backgrounds and of their own traditions, as well. Following are excerpts from their collective journal:   
When the bus pulled into the driveway of the school, I saw the billboard sign welcoming our school and all of the kids lined up outside. I thought that spending time with them would be really awkward because we were so different. Before I knew it, I made really good friends with the Whitwell kids and I couldn’t tell that we practiced a different religion or were from a totally different place -- SASSDS 7th-grader

The fact that a public school with mostly Christian students did this project and learned songs in languages that they were unfamiliar with is hard to believe; the fact that they care so much about people who are of a different religion and culture is also great, but for me, knowing that I could just walk into that school and be myself and be accepted for who I am, was by far the best part of the experience -- SASSDS 7th-grader

To see how much these kids and this school put into this project and how they affected the world made me look up to them in so many ways. When we sang together it gave me chills down my spine -- SASSDS 7th-grader


From now on, every time I see a paper clip or hear about Tennessee, I will think about Whitwell -- SASSDS 7th-grader

This experience struck me so, that I will make sure that my children and I pass the knowledge of the Holocaust and the lessons of Paper Clips on to future generations – SASSDS 8th-grader

The Whitwell kids really understand the enormousness of the Holocaust…I will remember this trip forever. – SASSDS 6th-grader 

Some of the kids asked me to write their names in Hebrew. Their questions about Judaism made me feel closer to them. I can’t wait to see them when they come here, and I hope to go back there someday. – SASSDS 7th-grader


The students gave us a tour of the museum. What interested me was the way they had 18 butterflies outside of the railway car, and this is our meaning for life. I thought that this was an amazing idea because when you think of the Holocaust, you think about the 6,000,000 who died but you pray for life for the future…Everything at the school was spiritual and interesting…I kept noticing paper clip sculptures and buckets full of paper clips…They are teaching the world the truth about the Holocaust. I felt a sense of relief knowing that this school in Tennessee is passing down the message that people should never forget. – SASSDS 7th-grader 

Some non-Jews don’t believe in the Holocaust, so it is unbelievable to see what the Whitwell kids are doing to show them the truth. When we sang together and got to know each other, I felt like we were all one religion and people. – SASSDS 6th-grader

The admiration is entirely mutual. In a recent email message to Sandi Morgan, Whitwell principal Linda Hooper wrote:

Joining with the students from the South Area Solomon Schechter Day School has been one of the most inspiring events that has occurred during the seven years we have been involved in the Children’s Holocaust Memorial Project. Our hearts absolutely overflowed with love as we listened to the joint choirs sing in English, Hebrew and Yiddish. There was such a powerful connection between the two groups that as they were working, you could not distinguish which were WMS students and which were SASSDS students…the students, staff and community of Whitwell Middle School are deeply grateful to the people who have supported this project.
Producers/Editors: To have a reporter attend ChaiJinks or interview anyone in connection with this story, please contact Sandi Morgan at SASSDS at (781) 752-7798 or email smorgan@sassds.org. 

South Area Solomon Schechter Day School is a member of The Solomon Schechter Day School Association, a consortium of 76 independently operated private schools across North America that offer an integrated education in Judaic and general studies under the banner of United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. Additional information on projects and programs at this and other schools affiliated with the Solomon Schechter Day School Association is available through Dr. Elaine R.S. Cohen, the association’s associate executive director. Dr. Cohen may be reached at (212) 533-7800, ext. 2509 or email cohen@uscj.org.  
