[image: image1.png]OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM

INDODYNAS GALINN 3HL

TINTHD A











[image: image2.png]




Solomon Schechter Day School Association Board of Directors
The Slate of Directors, 2008-2009

President of the Board: Rabbi Larry Scheindlin

Dr. Robert Benedon; rmb7@comcast.net
Andy Cohen; andy.cohen@thermal-edge.com
Jane Taubenfeld Cohen; jcohen@sassds.org
Dr. Judith Lax; judylax@yahoo.com
Richard Lehrman; lehrman@trustlaw.net
Dr. Steven Lorch; stevenlorch@sssm.org
Rabbi Mitchel Malkus; mmalkus@tbala.org
Jon Mitzmacher; jmitzmacher@ssds-lv.org
Avi  Baran Munro; amunro@comday.org
Dr. Michael Novey; Michael.Novey@do.treas.gov
Larry Pachter; larryp@pgflaw.com
Alex Paley; apaley@sallc.net
Julie Platt; juliebplatt@gmail.com
Rabbi Jim Rogozen; rogozen@grossschechter.org
Rabbi Larry Scheindlin; lasch@sinaiakiba.org
Professional Staff:

Rabbi Robert Abramson, USCJ, Director of Education; Abramson@uscj.org
Dr. Elaine R. S. Cohen, USCJ, Associate Director of Education; cohen@uscj.org
Short Bios
Slate for the New Board of Directors

Solomon Schechter Day School Association

December 2008

(in alphabetical order)

Dr. Robert Benedon has a private practice in Periodontics and Implant Dentistry in Cherry Hill, NJ and is a Clinical Associate Professor of Periodontics at the University of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine where he teaches. He began his Jewish Community and Israel involvement early on as a teen in USY and credits his experience on USY Israel Pilgrimage as the life altering event which led to his passion for Jewish community service. Bob joined the Kellman Academy (Schechter School in Cherry Hill, NJ) Board of Directors in 1989, becoming Treasurer (1993-95) and then School Board Chairman (1995-98).  He has since chaired various committees and continues his involvement, serving on the Executive Committee and Finance Committee, even though his last child was graduated in 2004.  Bob has also been involved on the national level, currently serving on the Solomon Schechter Day School Association Board and has twice co-chaired their Biennial Conference. Bob’s past involvements have included Synagogue and Federation leadership positions.   He was the recipient of the Shellie Greenspun Young Leadership Award in 2002.  His current passion, besides day school education, is the Jewish National Fund.  Just completing a three-year term as President of the Southern New Jersey Board of JNF, he now serves as the Northeast Zone President.  He is also a member of Makor, the JNF volunteer leadership group and speaks often on behalf of JNF.   Bob, and his wife Pam, have three sons, all graduates of Kellman Academy and Akiba Hebrew Academy.  

Andy Cohen is currently finishing his second term as President of the Solomon Schechter Day School Association after two years as a board member. From 1995-2000, he served on several committees at Levine Academy (formerly Solomon Schechter Academy, Dallas) as well as Vice President of Education and then President in 2000 and 2001.  As a Past President, Andy serves on special Ad-Hoc committees that require alumni parent participation.  Andy was a Vice President and is currently a board member of Congregation Anshai Torah in Plano, Texas. He is also a board member of Yavneh Academy of Dallas, a modern orthodox high school. Andy, along with his wife of 23 years Karen, own and operate their family of companies which includes 2 manufacturing companies and an industrial distribution company employing over 50 people.  His most significant position is father to David, Emily and Jessica, all Levine Academy Day School graduates.  David graduated from Yavneh Academy in 2007 where currently Emily is a senior and Jessica is a sophomore.  

Jane Taubenfeld Cohen is a founder and the Head of School at the South Area Solomon Schechter Day School in Norwood, MA.  She has been the Head of school for 19 years.  Jane is on the faculty of the Day School Leadership Training Institute at the Jewish Theological Seminary and is a recipient of the Covenant Award in 2006.  Jane is a past president of the Principals’ Council of the Solomon Schechter Day School Association and remains on the Board of Directors, serving on the Strategic Planning Committee.  She has also served on the Board of Directors of the Day School Advocacy Forum in Boston. Jane and her husband, David, have two daughters who are graduates of her school and the New Jewish High School (Gann Academy).
 

Dr. Judith H. Lax retired recently from a university professorship. She has her PhD from Syracuse University in Modern Languages, Spanish language and literature. Dr. Lax has been active in many capacities in the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. She was the first woman president of a USCJ synagogue, first woman president of a USCJ region (NJ), and the first woman national officer of USCJ. Judith is a past president of the Board of Trustees of the Solomon Schechter Day School of Essex and Union.  Currently, she is a member of the Board of Directors of the SSDS Association, and serves on the boards of SSDS of Essex and Union, USCJ, Mercaz  USA, and Masorti Olami, as well as the SSDSA co-representative of the Leadership Council of Conservative Judaism.  Dr. Lax is the recipient of the Keter Shem Tov Leadership Award of the New Jersey Region of USCJ.

Richard Alan Lehrman specializes in trust and estate planning and administration, charitable planned giving, business succession and generally keeping wealth in the family and structuring it to perpetuate the family’s legacy. He is a featured lecturer on these topics. He authors articles on estate planning and planned giving for various charitable organizations. He consults with nonprofit organizations on gift planning and governance issues. He is an author of Legacy: Plan, Protect and Preserve Your Estate, Esperti-Peterson Institute, was a maintenance author of the Law on the Web Wealth Transfer Planning system, has appeared on PBS’ Morning Business Report and has been cited as an authority in national publications such as Retire with Money (published by the editors of Money Magazine), the New York Times and in local publications such as the Miami Herald. He is listed in Who’s Who in American Law, ninth edition. He was awarded the 2005 LEAVE A LEGACY® Professional Advisor of the Year. He was the 2000-2002 Chair of the Miami-Dade County LEAVE A LEGACY® program, the 2002-2004 President of the Miami-Dade Planned Giving Council and the 2003-2007 board chair of Lehrman Community Day School.  Mr. Lehrman spent six years in Washington, D.C. with the U.S. House of Representatives’ Committee on Rules and the Select Committee on Aging (Claude Pepper, Chairman) and was primarily responsible for extensive hearings and reports on Social Security and employer pension benefits and financing. He was selected by Chairman Pepper to serve as liaison to the National Commission on Social Security Reform formed by President Reagan, and prepared legislation eventually incorporated into the Employee Retirement Income Security Act and the Social Security Act.   He has been on the Board of Directors of Lehrman Community Day School since 1998 and served as the Chair from 2003-2007.   He has been on the Board of Directors of Temple Emanu-El of Greater Miami since 1995.  He and his wife, Sheila Duffy-Lehrman have two children.

Dr. Steven Lorch is the founding head of the Solomon Schechter School of Manhattan. He headed three other schools previously: Akiba Hebrew Academy (PA), Mount Scopus College (Melbourne, Australia), and the Hartman High School (Jerusalem). He has served on the faculty of the Day School Leadership Training Institute at the Jewish Theological Seminary, the Senior Educators Program of the Melton Center for Jewish Education in the Diaspora at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and the National Principals Assessment Center (Israel). He serves on the Board of Directors of the Solomon Schechter Day School Association, where he founded the mentoring program for new heads and serves on the Strategic Planning Committee, on the Steering Committee of the Day School Leadership Think Tank, and on the Professional Advisory Committee of the Peerless Excellence Project (Combined Jewish Philanthropies, Boston).

Rabbi Mitch Malkus serves as Head of School of the Rabbi Jacob Pressman Academy of Temple Beth Am. He was ordained at the Jewish Theological Seminary (JTS), from where he also holds an M.A. degree in Judaic Studies. Rabbi Malkus was awarded the first Ed. D. from the Wm. Davidson Graduate School of Jewish Education at JTS.  Before joining Pressman Academy, Rabbi Malkus served as Instructor of Jewish Education at the Davidson Graduate School where he also worked as program coordinator of the Meresman Synagogue School Initiative, a laboratory school partnership between the Jewish Theological Seminary and Temple Israel Center of White Plains. Rabbi Malkus was on the faculty of the Solomon Schechter High School of New York where he taught Talmud, Halakha, and Jewish Philosophy.  From 1990-1991 he was a legislative Assistant at the Religious Action Center in Washington, D.C. Rabbi Malkus has written extensively on curriculum, educational leadership, and instruction. He has presented papers at the Network for Research in Jewish Education and has been an invited presenter at conferences of the Partnership for Excellence in Jewish Education, CAJE Day School Conference, and the Curriculum Initiative at Princeton University.  From 2004 - 2007 he was chair of the Los Angeles Day School Principals Council. Rabbi Malkus was involved with Camp Ramah for many summers having worked first at Camp Ramah in Wisconsin and then for four summers with Ramah Programs in Israel. He and his wife, Caryn Bunder Malkus, live in Los Angeles, and their two children, Eitan and Coby, attend Pressman Academy.

Jon Mitzmacher was born in New Jersey and raised in the San Francisco Bay Area, where he graduated from the University of California at Berkeley with a degree in Psychology in 1994.  He continued his studies at the University of Judaism in Los Angeles, CA graduating in 1997 with a Master’s degree in Education and in 1998 with a Master’s degree in Business Administration. Mr. Mitzmacher worked at the Bureau of Jewish Education for Greater Los Angeles as the Educational Director of the Youth Programs Department).  He also spent two years as the director of community high school programs serving over five hundred teens at thirty-two synagogues.  Mr. Mitzmacher moved to Old Westbury, New York on Long Island’s North Shore where he worked for as the Director of Education for Old Westbury Hebrew Congregation.  After that, he moved to Manhattan in order to pursue his doctoral studies in Jewish Education at the Jewish Theological Seminary and to serve as the Religious School Principal for Sutton Place Synagogue.  After completing his coursework and comprehensive exams, he moved to Las Vegas in order to become the founding Head of the Solomon Schechter Day School of Las Vegas (SSDS-LV).  He has participated in the Day School Leadership Training Institute (DSLTI) and is on the board of the Jewish Educators Assembly.  Mr. Mitzmacher is in his fourth year as Head of the SSDS-LV, a K-5 elementary school, which has grown from six to eighty-five students as it has added a grade each year.  The school was honored to host the national Solomon Schechter Day School Professionals Conference in January 2007.  He currently lives in Summerlin with his wife Jaimee, a public school teacher, and daughters Eliana (age 3) and Maytal (age eight months). 

Avi Baran Munro, Ed.M., is currently enjoying her fifth year as Head of School at Community Day, Pittsburgh's K-8 Solomon Schechter Day School. Avi spent six years, first as Curriculum Coordinator and then as Head of Lower School at Community Day School, and ten years teaching and supervising student-teachers at the University of Pittsburgh's School of Education.  At Pittsburgh's central agency for Jewish education, she was Teacher Development Coordinator.  She created and taught the Mekorot Course, a pedagogy and practice course for teachers in Jewish education, coached individual teachers in both day and supplementary schools, and worked with principals to implement curricular reforms. Avi has conducted dozens of workshops and in-service courses for educators from preschool through high school on a wide range of topics. Avi is a graduate of Brown University, Harvard Graduate School of Education, and the University of California, San Diego.  She also holds Pennsylvania State certification in Secondary English.  In preparation for her transition to Head of School, she attended the NAIS New Head's Institute in the summer of 2004. As a graduate of the very first Solomon Schechter Day School, and as a parent of four children who attended Community Day, she is deeply committed to Jewish education.

Dr. Michael S. Novey is a member of the Board of the Solomon Schechter Day School Association and is Secretary of the Board of the Shoshana S. Cardin School—Baltimore’s Independent Jewish High School.  He served two terms as Chair of the Board of the Krieger Schechter Day School and has had multiple stints on the board of Baltimore’s central agency for Jewish education.  During the day, Michael is Associate Tax Legislative Counsel in the Office of Tax Policy at the U.S. Treasury Department, specializing in the taxation of financial products and financial institutions.  Before law school, he received a Ph.D. in developmental psychology from Harvard University. Michael is married to Alison Dray-Novey, a Professor of History at the College of Notre Dame of Maryland.  They have three children—Joelle, an Associate Editor at Co-Op America; Beth, who produces web pages for npr.org; and Sam, who is a college sophomore and a graduate of Krieger Schechter.

Larry Pachter is 51 years old and lives in Highland Park, IL. He served on the Board of Directors of the Solomon Schechter Day School of Metropolitan Chicago from July, 1993 through June, 2008, including serving as President from July, 2004 through June, 2007. He also currently serves son the Board of Directors of Chicagoland Jewish High School, having served since July, 2003. and currently serves as Board Secretary of my Synagogue, North Suburban Synagogue Beth El. His sons graduated from SSDS in 1998 and 2002, respectively. He attended the past 2 Schechter Biennial Conferences. When not working for day schools, He is an attorney concentrating in commercial real estate.

Alex Paley is a product of a Schechter education (Hebrew Academy of the Capital District in Albany, NY) as well as USY and Ramah Camps. He is currently in the second year of a three year term as the President of Gerrard Berman Day School, Solomon Schechter of North Jersey in Oakland, NJ and prior to becoming President, had been a member of the Board of Trustees for 6 years. He has served on the Executive Board of Shomrei Torah Congregation in Wayne, NJ as Financial Secretary and Financial Vice President and currently holds a seat on the Board of Trustees.  Professionally, Alex is a Principle and Chief Operating Officer for Cypress Health Care Management, a national healthcare company that owns and operates 90 nursing homes & assisted living facilities around the nation, as well as providers of hospice, rehabilitation and long term care pharmacy services. Alex received his undergraduate degree from Brandeis University, where for 18 years since graduating he has been on the Alumni Admissions Council. He received his Masters of Public Health from Boston University Medical School and studied International Health Policy at the London School of Economics and Political Science. He is currently on the Boards of LTC100 and The Alliance, both Governing Boards for major long term care organizations. He has been a lecturer in the New York Medical College School of Public Health Doctoral Program. Most importantly and proudly, he is the husband of Beth Paley and father of Hannah & David, his 12 year old twins (and students at Gerrard Berman Day School). He is also very proud to admit that he is a more-than-diehard NY Mets fan. 

Julie Beren Platt is a Past-Chair of the Board of Directors of Sinai Akiba Academy in Los Angeles, CA.    She is very active in the Los Angeles Jewish community and is the Chair of the Women’s Campaign of Jewish Federation of LA and of Camp Ramah in California.  Julie is the Vice Chair of the Advisory Board of the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies and is on the Board of Sinai Temple in LA.  She is the Vice President of the Parent Association of the Harvard-Westlike School.   In addition, she is on the Boards of the University of Pennsylvania, the University of Pennsylvania’s Center for Advanced Judaic Studies, the Board of Directors of University of Pennsylvania Hillel.  Julie is a graduate of the Wexner Heritage Foundation. Julie and her husband Marc have six children including a new son-in-law- Samantha and Michael Auerbach, Jonah, Hannah, Benjamin and Henry.
Rabbi Jim Rogozen has been a Head of School for the past 22 years, the last 15 of which have been at the Gross Schechter Day School in Cleveland.  A graduate of the Joint Program between UCLA and the University of Judaism, Jim earned his B.A. in Psychology, a B.Litt. in Rabbinic Literature, an M.A. in Teaching, an M.A. in Educational Administration, and an M.A. in Jewish Studies; he was ordained by the Jewish Theological Seminary, and was in the first graduating class of the Solomon Schechter Day School Principal’s Training Program at JTS. Jim has continued his learning at Teacher’s College-Columbia, the Harvard Principal’s Center and the Mandel Leadership Institute in Jerusalem. Jim was a founding board member of Ravsak, chaired the Northern California Day School Principals’ Council for 7 years, and served on the Mazkirut for two CAJE Day School Conferences. He has served on the Schechter Professional Council for nine years, the past two as Chair.  Jim is married to Marci Rogozen, a Jewish educator. Their eldest daughter Nehama is a junior at the University of Maryland; their youngest Aviva is headed to Israel on USY Nativ. Jim’s most recent achievement was having his school be the first school in the Midwest, and the only Jewish day school in the U.S., to earn the USDA’s Team Nutrition Gold Award for its innovative and comprehensive Wellness Program. This program is comprised of the highest standards for lunch menus, food policies, physical education, classroom nutrition education, parent education and wellness programs for faculty.

Rabbi Laurence Scheindlin has been headmaster of Sinai Akiba Academy since 1977, during which time the school has grown from 170 students to 700.  He has taught courses and workshops on curriculum, school administration, school governance and the teaching of prayer.  His articles on emotional and spiritual learning and prayer instruction have appeared in the International Journal of Children’s Spirituality, the Journal of Jewish Education and elsewhere. A graduate of the University of Pennsylvania, he holds master's degrees from both UCLA and the Jewish Theological Seminary, where he was ordained.  He has served on the SSDSA Principals Council and on the SSDSA Board of Directors, chaired the SSDSA Principals Council Conference in 2004 and conducted workshops at various SSDSA conferences. He has chaired the Los Angeles Day School Principals Council, has participated in numerous community activities on behalf of Jewish education, and is a recipient of the Milken Jewish Educator Award.   ■

